
George’s River Shellfish Committee 

Meeting Minutes 11/4/2024 

 

Committee Present- (11) David Taylor, Mark Colson, Dwayne Hunt, Frank 

Fernands, Joanie McDonald, Scott Lord, Travis Fogg, Steve Taylor, Mike Benner, 

David Hynds, Krista Tripp 

 

Unexcused Absence- Glen McDonald 

 

Public Present- Mike Colson 

 

Secretary- Doria Hunt 

 

 

1. Open Discussion: N/A 

 

 

2. Review/Approve Minutes: 
 

There was an amendment to the 10/7/2024 meeting minutes the committee 

wanted to change the wording from the state pushing wholesale license sales 

to supporting wholesale licenses. Frank Fernands made a motion to accept 

the change, Dwayne Hunt 2nd all in favor, 4 abstained.  
 

 

3. Site 34: 

The DNA test came back from site 34. The scores weren’t bad enough for 

the state to be alarmed. The fecal count showed a small amount of human. 

Dave and Jeff went to the camp that people were living in and found out 

they were using buckets for their waste. The town of South Thomaston is 

supposed to address this with the people in the camp. 
 

 

4. Joanne Shoreline Cleanup: 

Joannie discussed the shoreline cleanup that took place on October 31st in 

Salt Pond and Broad Cove. 18 People showed up to do the cleanup. Joanie 

discussed that 6 of the diggers that showed up could purchase licenses now 



that they have their hours and that 2 already have purchased the license. 

Truckloads of trash were collected. Scott Lord brought up that there is a lot 

of trash being thrown off boats especially bait packages. David is going to 

talk to Danny Staples about an ordinance change to the management plan 

and when the volunteer time must be completed by.  There is a gray area on 

collecting worms and green crabs.  
 

 

5. Thomaston: 

David discussed how he’s been addressing the human waste issue in Byron 

Brook since 2019 with the Town of Thomaston without any good 

results.  David sent all his paperwork toDEP.  David will follow up to get the 

results.  
 

       6)Broad Cove open up Wed and Sat: 

Broad Cove opened up to diggers November 1st for Wednesday’s 

and    Saturdays.  

 

      7)Bay: 

 There were several discussions on whether the Bay should open up for the 

month of December. One of the discussions was out of town licenses and the 

deadline to complete their hours. Dwayne looked up the ordinances and the way its 

written is that all volunteer time needs to be completed before October 31st. Some 

of the board members were under the understanding that diggers could get their 

hours doing worm and green crab collection after that date. David is supposed to 

get full clarification as it would affect how many diggers could purchase a license 

right now. David is worried about opening the bay up for December as he stated he 

didn’t want the Bay over dug. Dwayne stated that really the diggers were just 

getting back the pounds they missed out on for the 9-day rain closures that 

occurred in the summer. There were several back-and-forth discussions by all 

board members about their feelings on opening the Bay for the month of 

December. Dwayne made a motion to open the Bay for the 4 Saturdays in 

December, Mark 2nd the motion, 9 total board members voted to approve the Bay 

for the 4 Saturdays in December and 2 voted against opening the Bay on the 4 

Saturdays in December.   

 

Frank Fernands made a motion to end the meeting, Dwayne 2nd all in favor. The 

meeting adjourned at 7:48pm 


