
George’s River Shellfish Committee  
Meeting Minutes January 8, 2024 

 
Committee Present-(8) Mark Colson, Dwayne Hunt, Steve Taylor, Frank Fernands, 
Joanie McDonald, Mike Benner, David Hynds, Krista Tripp 
 
Excused Absence- (4) David Taylor, Scott Lord, Travis Fogg, David Hynd 
 
Unexcused Absence- Glen McDonald 
 
Public Present- Jeff Schroeder 
Secretary- Doria Hunt 
 

1) Open Discussion: 
Joanie brought up possibly cutting the number of licenses. Dwayne Hunt suggested 
cutting 20 licenses and possibly raising the price to make up for the licenses being 
cut. Dwayne Hunt made a motion to table the discussion until the end of the 
meeting. Frank Fernands 2nds the motion, all in favor of tabling the discussion until 
end of meeting. 
 
2) Review/Approve Minutes: 

Dwayne Hunt made a motion to approve the meeting minutes, 2 abstained, all in 
favor to approve meeting minutes. 
 

3) Water Test: 
David is waiting for the DNA tests to come back. 
 

4) Seed Clams: 
Joanie asked the committee if they wanted to purchase more seed clams or wait 
to see how the seed clams are doing in the patch. Jeff stated the seed clams in 
the patch either aren’t showing or there aren’t many seed clams left. Hannah will 
be coming back in April to check on the seed clams. Joanie suggested waiting to 
order more clams until we see if the clams in the patch survived, Dwayne Hunt 
2nd, all in favor of waiting to order more seed clams.  
 

5) Rule changes on license sales: 
Joanie discussed that the state wants to change the dates the licenses go on 
sale and when the out-of-town licenses can be used. There we be a meeting in 
Augusta if anyone would like to attend or write a letter to mail into the state. More 
information to follow. 

6) Pollution Control: 
Ed Harris has been fired as head of pollution control. John Fancy has taken over 
Ed’s position. 
 

7) Pick Meeting Dates: 
The committee suggested the following meeting dates for 2024 



2/5/24 
3/4/24 
4/1/24 
5/13/24 
6/10/24 
7/1/24 
No August Meeting 
9/9/24 
10/7/24 
11/4/24 
12/2/24 
Krista Tripp made a motion to accept the 2024 meeting dates. Steve Taylor 2nd, 
all in favor of meeting dates. 
 

8) Cutting licenses: 
Cutting state licenses was brought back up from open discussion. Dwayne Hunt 
made a motion to try and cut 25 licenses. Mark Colson 2nd, all in favor of cutting 
25 licenses.   
 
Frank Fernands made a motion to end the meeting. Dwayne Hunt 2nd all in favor 
to end the meeting.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:05pm 

             


