
Cable Television Ordinance 

Town of Warren, ME 

Sec 1. 

Purpose. 

 

The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the establishment and operation of cable television 

systems in the Town of Warren ("the Town") for the safety, convenience, and general welfare of 

the public and to provide the procedures and conditions accompanying the application for and 

grant of cable television franchise agreements, including the renewal of existing franchise 

agreements. 

 

Sec. 2. 

Definitions 

Except as otherwise indicated within this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the 
following meanings: 
 
1) `"Cable Act" means Title VI of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended; 

 
2) "Cable System" means a facility, consisting of a set of closed transmission paths and 

associated equipment, designed to provide cable television service, which includes video 
programming, within the Town, and incorporates the same meaning as “Cable Television 
System” as defined in 30-A MRS § 3008(1-A) 
 

3) “FCC” will mean the Federal Communications Commission; 
 

4)  “Franchise” will mean the authorization to operate a Cable System within the Town in 
accordance with the Cable Act and FCC rules and regulations, as provided by vote of the 
Select Board and execution of a Franchise Agreement; 
 

5) “Franchisee” will mean the individual or entity operating a Cable System with the Town in 
accordance with an approved franchise agreement, and incorporates the same meaning as a 
“Cable System Operator” as defined in 30-A MRS § 3008(1-A); 
 

6) "Franchise Agreement" means an agreement between the Town and any Franchisee for the 
operation of a Cable System within the Town. 

 

Sec. 3. 

Franchise Agreement Required. 

No person, corporation or entity may install, maintain or operate a Cable System in the Town 

without first being granted a Franchise by the Select Board and without a valid and current 

Franchise Agreement. 

 

 



Sec. 4. 

Application for Franchise Agreement. 

1)      To obtain or renew a Franchise to operate a Cable System in the Town, the applicant shall 

first submit a request to the Town, which shall include a proposed Franchise Agreement and 

such other information as may be requested or required by the Town. 

2)  Applications for the operation of a Cable System, including Franchise renewal applications, 

are public records and shall be available for inspection by the public in accordance with 

Maine law. 

3)  Prior to approving any application for the operation of a Cable System, the Select Board 

shall conduct a public hearing on the application and proposed Franchise Agreement. The 

Select Board may review the applicant's financial and technical qualifications, proposed 

service area, and the feasibility of operating the proposed cable television system within the 

Town. 

4) The Select Board may impose reasonable fees to defray the costs of public notice, 

advertising, legal fees, expert fees, and other reasonable expenses incurred by the Town in 

acting upon an application. 

 

Sec. 5.  

Issuance of Franchise Agreements. 

 

The Select Board shall enter into non-exclusive Franchise Agreements for not more than 

fifteen (15) years with those applicants that the Select Board finds are qualified to operate 
Cable Systems in the Town. Upon entering into any new or renewed Franchise Agreement, the 

Town shall provide written notice, including a copy of the new or renewed Franchise 

Agreement, to any other Franchisee currently operating a Cable Systems within the Town. 

 

Each Franchise Agreement shall be in a form generally consistent with the Maine Model Cable 

TV Franchise agreement, as prepared by the State of Maine Office of Information Technology, 

and must contain the requirements of 30-A MRS § 3008 and 3010, which are hereby 

incorporated by reference, including but not limited to the following: 

 

1) A statement of the area or areas to be served by the Franchisee; 

2) A line extension policy; 

3) Provisions for renewal and termination of the Franchise Agreement; 

4) Procedures for the investigation and resolution of subscriber complaints by the 

Franchisee; 

5) Procedures for the Town to enforce the Franchisee's obligations within the 

Franchise Agreement 

6) An agreement to comply with the requirements of 30-A M.R.S.A. § 3010 



7) Provisions for access to, and facilities to make use of local public, educational and 

governmental access channels; and 

8) Any other terms and conditions that are in the best interest of the Town. 

 

Sec. 6. 

Installation of Cable System 

 

Each Franchisee shall install and maintain the Cable System in a workmanlike manner using 

only those materials and methods of installation which are accepted in the industry as being safe 

and suitable to the purpose for which they were designed. All work performed shall comply 

with all applicable federal, state and local rules and regulations. The Franchisee shall be 

responsible for obtaining all necessary permits and approvals for any work related to the 

installation of the Cable System. 

 

Sec. 7. 

Insurance. 
 

Each Franchisee shall obtain and maintain such insurance coverages as may be required by the 

Town in such amounts as may be required by the Town for the duration of the Franchise 

Agreement. Each Franchisee shall, upon request, furnish to the Town a certificate of insurance 

that indicates compliance with this section. 

 

Sec. 8. 

Hours of Operation. 

 

Each Franchisee shall operate its Cable System twenty-four (24) hours per day, seven days per 

week. Each Franchisee shall notify the Town and any affected subscribers of any planned 

interruptions in its cable service at least 24 hours in advance of such interruption. In the event of 

any unplanned or unexpected interruptions, each Franchisee shall restore service as quickly as 

possible and shall comply with the requirements of Maine law with respect to credits and refunds 

for any such interruptions. 

 

Sec. 9. 

Non-duplication of programming. 

 

Each Franchisee shall provide for non-duplication of programs and program exclusivity as 

required by the rules of the Federal Communications Commission. 

 

Sec 10. 

Franchise fees. 

 

The Select Board may require each cable Franchisee to pay to the Town a franchise annual fee 

up to but not exceeding five percent (5%) of the Franchisee's gross annual revenues related to the 

Cable System, as permitted by the Cable Act and FCC regulations. Payment of any franchise fee 



shall be made in accordance with the terms of the Franchise Agreement; however, each 

Franchisee shall at least provide the Town with an annual statement including information 

sufficient to demonstrate the amount of the franchise fee to be paid to the Town. 

 

Sec. 11.  

Town services. 

 

Each Franchisee shall, upon request, provide free basic cable service and cable programming 

service, including a free installation and service drop to any municipal building in the Town, 

including but not limited to public, educational and government access channels and 

reasonable on-site facility support for such channels. Except as otherwise provided for in the 

Franchise Agreement, the Town shall pay for any costs of installation of internal wiring 

necessary to distribute the cable service within the interior of such buildings. To the extent 

required by the Cable Act and FCC regulations, the Franchisee may deduct the value of any 

services provided or costs incurred in connection with the provision of the services under this 

section from the amount of any franchisee fee paid to the Town. 

 

Sec. 12.  

Severability. 

 

Should any section of this ordinance be declared by the courts to be invalid, such decision 

shall not invalidate any other section or provision of this ordinance. 

 

Sec. 13. 

Effective Date. 

 

This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and shall apply to all 

Franchise Agreements executed after its adoption.  

 

Signed,  

 

_______________________________________  

John G. Crabtree, Chair 

_______________________________________  

Roger L. Peabody, Vice Chair 

_______________________________________  

Jan M. Macdonald 

_______________________________________  

Wayne G, Luce 

_______________________________________  

Date:     ______________________, 2023                                                  Brent A. Pratt  


