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Purpose

It is the purpose of this Ordinance is to preserve the beauty and rural nature of

the Town, protect the safety and well-being of the citizens, while at the same
time allowing reasonable advertising and informational signs by regulating the
type, number, location and size of such signs.

Definitions
BANNER: Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is mounted to a

pole or a building at one (1) or more edges.

FLAG: Any fabric or bunting containing distinctive colors, patterns, or symbols.

PENNANT: Any lightweight plastic, fabric, or other material, whether
containing a message of any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, or string,
usually in series, designed to move in the wind.

SIGN: Any device, fixture, placard, or structure that uses any color, form,

graphic, illumination, symbeol, or writing to advertise, announce the purpose

of, or identify the purpose of a person or entity, or to communicate
information of any kind to the public, including a sign located inside a
window or door so that it is visible from the exterior of the building. Brand
names and logos that are integral parts of a good to be sold are not
considered signs under this Ordinance.

SIGN AREA: The area on one (1) side of the smallest simple geometric shape
exemplified by a square, rectangle, triangle, circle, etc., encompassing all

lettering, wording, design, or symbols, together with any background which
is distinguishable from the building. For the purpose of calculating the area
of a sign, an inconspicuous support exemplified by a slim post is not part of
the sign.

SIGN, CANOPY: A sign that is a part of or attached to an awning, canopy, or

other fabric, plastic, or structural protective cover over a door, entrance,
window, or outdoor service area.

SIGN, CONSOLIDATED: A single on-premise sign that serves two or more

businesses or entities, all of which are located on the same lot of record,
which sign is on a single device, fixture, placard, or structure.

Page 1 of 7



Sign Ordinance
Town of Warren

SIGN, FREESTANDING: A sign supported by one or more upright poles, .
columns, braces or structure anchored in the ground and not attached to
any building or other structure.

SIGN, ILLUMINATED: A sign lit in any manner by an artificial source of light.

SIGN, EXTERNALLY ILLUMINATED: A sign that is lit entirely from an external
source, such as flood or spotlights, and is so arranged that no direct rays of
light are projected from the external source into adjoining properties or
public streets.

SIGN, INTERNALLY ILLUMINATED: A sign whose lighting is integral to the
sign and/or shines through a plastic or other translucent covering.

SIGN, LADDER: A sign with two or more signs attached to the same support.
The components of a ladder sign must comply, cumulatively, with the
dimensional limitations imposed by this Section.

SIGN, OFF-PREMISE: A sign that is not located on the same lot of record that
the business, facility, or point of interest is located.

SIGN, ON-BUILDING: A sign that is attached to the building wall and extends
not more than six inches from the face of such wall.

SIGN, ON-PREMISE: A sign that is located on the same lot of record that the
business, facility, or point of interest is located.

SIGN, PORTABLE: A sign that is not permanently attached to the ground or
other permanent structure, or a sign designed to be transported, including,
but not limited to, signs designed to be transported by means of wheels or
trailers, balloons used as signs, and signs attached to or painted on vehicles
parked and visible from the public right-of-way, unless said vehicle is used
in the normal day-to-day operations of the business. For the purpose of this
Ordinance, menu and sandwich board signs are not considered portable
signs.

SIGN, PROJECTING: A sign that is attached to the building wall and extends
more than six inches from the face of such wall.

SIGN, TEMPORARY: A sign of a temporary nature, erected less than 90 days
within any 12- month period, exemplified by the following: political signs,
charitable signs, fundraising signs, construction signs, carnival signs,
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garage sales, lawn sales, rummage sales, and all signs advertising sales

of real estate and personal property, and for rent signs. Any exterior sign
is played by an ongoing business on the business' premises in which the
written or printed message changes while the structure of the sign remains
unchanged shall not be considered as a temporary sign. For example,
chalkboards and signs with removable lettering shall not be considered
temporary signs.

3. Permit required

No person shall erect, hang, place or alter a sign or sign structure of any kind
without a permit having been issued by the Code Enforcement Officer (CEO).
Every application for a sign shall be accompanied by a scale drawing of the
sign, position of the building, structure or lot where the sign will be attached,
method of illumination, if any, and any other information the CEO shall require
to show full compliance with this and all other laws and ordinances of the
Town.

4. Exemptions

The following signs are exempt from the permitting requirements of this
Ordinance:

a.

Mmoo a0

House address signs, family name signs, no trespassing signs, no hunting
signs, and danger signs. Such signs cannot exceed one (1) square foot in
area.

Directional signs indicating ingress and egress placed at entrance
locations, containing no advertising material or display area except
business name, not exceeding two (2) sq. ft., and not extending higher
than four (4) feet above ground level.

Traffic control signs, including handicap access signs.

Signs showing the time and place of services and meetings.

Signs for rent, sale, or lease. See Section 11.a of this ordinance.

Signs identifying construction projects. See Section 10 of this ordinance.

Signs off premise for the seasonal sale of agricultural products. Such
signs cannot exceed eight (8) sq. feet in area for a single-sided sign or four
(4) sq. feet each for a double-sided sign.

Signs announcing lawn or garage sales. Such signs cannot exceed eight (8)
sq. feet in area for a single-sided sign or four (4} sq. feet each for a double-
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i.

sided sign and shall be removed within two days after the event.

Properly approved signs in existence prior to the implementation of this
ordinance.

5. Removal of obsolete signs

The owner of a sign that was or is unlawfully erected or maintained either prior
to or after the effective date of this Ordinance shall be in violation of this
Ordinance until the sign is removed or concealed. The owner of the sign shall
remove or conceal the sign within thirty (30) days of receipt of a notice to
remove by the Code Enforcement Officer. If the identity of such owner is not
known or reasonably ascertainable by the Code Enforcement Officer, such
notice may instead be sent to the owner of the land on which the sign is placed.

6. Size of signs

a,

On Route One and Route 90, a maximum of two signs per location shall be
permitted, with each sign limited to a maximum of 32 square feet in area
per sign. On a double-sided sign, each side shall count as one sign.

On all other roads, a maximum of two signs per location shall be permitted
with each sign limited to a maximum of 16 square feet per side. On a
double-sided sign, each side shall count as one sign.

On Route One and Route 90, the maximum height, including the posts the
sign is affixed to, shall be 20 feet above the ground.

On all other roads, the maximum height, including the posts the sign is
affixed to, shall be 12 feet above the ground.

. All signs shall comply with State law concerning setback requirements,

where applicable.

All signs not governed by State law regarding setbacks, shall be placed a
minimum of 8 (eight) feet from edge of the pavement and shall not cause a
hazard to auto or pedestrian traffic, or impede visibility for ingress or egress

to the property.

7. Illuminated Signs

a.

b.

With respect to any illuminated sign, the intensity of the light shall remain
constant in color, location and brightness and shall not constitute a hazard
to the flow of traffic.

Freestanding signs shall be lit from above by full cut-off fixtures e.g., ‘down-
lighted’.
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c. Internally illuminated signs are prohibited with the following exceptions:

1. Properly approved signs in existence prior to the implementation of
this ordinance.

2. A single internally-illuminated outdoor sign containing only the
words “vacancy” or “no vacancy”’ and limited to a maximum sign
area of two (2) square feet (sq. ft.) are permitted for transient
accommodations for hotels and bed and breakfasts.

3. A single internally-illuminated sign no greater than two (2) sq. ft.
stating “open” or “closed” is allowed.

4. Internally-lit signs that may be required according to a Franchise
Agreement e.g.: Gas Stations

8. Flags, banners, pennants, and sandwich boards

a. In addition to major signs as noted in Section 6 of this ordinance (size of
signs), one flag, banner or pennant per location, with a maximum size of 15
square feet, shall be permitted. Examples of flags, banners, and pennants
would be to announce that a business is Open, or to inform of the type
of product or service offered at the location.

b. In addition to major signs and pennants, one sandwich board per location is
allowed, with a maximum of two sides, 12 square feet per side, a total area
of 24 square feet for both sides. Sandwich boards must be placed such
that they do not impede flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic, or impede
visibility for ingress or egress to the property.

9, Prohibited Signs
a. Roof signs are not allowed.

b. Signs located on private property, relating to goods or services not sold or
rendered on that property are not allowed.

¢. No sign shall have visible moving parts or have blinking, moving or glaring
illumination, or consisting of, in whole or in part, ribbons, balloons,
streamers, spinners or other similar devices.

d. A string of lights shall not be used for the purpose of advertising, provided,
however, that this subsection shall not be construed to prohibit the display
of traditional holiday decorations.

e. No sign shall be attached to any tree, utility pole, rock or other natural
feature, except that this paragraph shall be deemed to prohibit metal
commemorative plaques attached to rocks.
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- 10. Subdivision signs.

a. One (1) sign is allowed designating the name of a residential subdivision
with a maximum height of nine (9) feet measured from the ground to the top
of the sign, including the posts the sign is affixed to, with a maximum area
of sixteen (16) square feet.

b. One (1) sign is allowed designating the name of a commercial subdivision
with a maximum height of sixteen (16) feet measured from the ground to the
top of the sign, including the posts the sign is affixed to, with a maximum
area of 32 square feet. The purpose of this sign is to identify the businesses
in the commercial subdivision. This sign shall be erected at the subdivision
entrance.

11. Construction signs for new construction site
a. For a new construction site, one sign of up to 16 square feet is permitted.

b. This sign shall be permitted for the duration of the construction at the site
and shall be removed per rules in section 5 of this ordinance.

12. Temporary Real Estate / Rental / Lease

a. Rental/Lease vacancies may be advertised with a non-illuminated sign no
larger than three (3) square feet. Such sign shall be displayed only during
such time as the rental property is vacant.

b. Real Estate signage is limited to three (3) temporary real estate signs per
lot totaling a maximum of fifty (50} square feet.

13. Maintenance / Repair

a. All signs, including their supporting structures and other components, shall
be maintained to prevent rust, peeling or similar deterioration. Vegetation
and landscaping adjacent to any sign shall be maintained in a neat
condition and shall not interfere with legibility of the sign.

b. Damaged signs shall be repaired or removed within ten (10) days. The Code
Enforcement Officer may, after ten (10) days’ notice, have any damaged or
worn sign removed, repaired, or secured at the expense of the owner or
lessee of the sign.

¢. Any sign determined by the Code Enforcement Officer to be a public safety
hazard shall be removed, repaired, or secured to make it safe immediately
upon notification by the Code Enforcement Officer. If the owner or lessee of
the sign does not take immediate action to make it safe, the Code
Enforcement Officer may secure or remove the sign at the expense of the
owner or lessee.
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14. ENFORCEMENT

Any individual or corporate entity found by the Code Enforcement Officer to be
in violation of the Warren Sign Ordinance shall be assessed a fine of $100 per
day. In addition, for any violation of this Ordinance, the Town shall be paid all

penalties and attorney fees and may seek injunctive relief Pursuant to 30-A
MRSA 4452.

15. PLACEMENT AND REMOVAL OF TEMPORARY POLITICAL SIGNS

Temporary political campaign signs may be placed within the public right of
way or on private property with the permission of the landowner 6 weeks before
the election, primary or referendum to which they relate and must be removed
by the candidate or political committee not later than one week thereafter.
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Certification of Proposed Ordinance by Municipal Officers

This certifies to the Municipal Clerk of the Town of Warren that the within ordinance is a true copy of
the ordinance entitled “Sign Ordinance for Town of Warren”, to be acted upon by the registered voters
of the Town of Warren at the June 21, 2022 Annual Town Meeting.

Dated: May 18, 2022
Signed,
o Masdoaald

Jan Macdonald, Chgi

Roger Peabody

Brent Pratt . Board of Selectmen

Attest: A True Copy of an ordinance entitled “Sign Ordinance for the Town of Warren”, as certified to
the Board of Selectmen on the day of May 18, 2022,

Town Clerk

« Jan M, Macdonald, Chair « Wayne G. Luce, Vice Chair « Roger L. Peabody, Selectman «
Brent A. Pratt, SBelectman . John G. Crabtres, SBelectman »

www.warrenmaine.org



