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1. Authority 

This Town of Warren Parking Ordinance is adopted pursuant to 30-A M.R.S.A Section 3009. 

2. Severability 

In the event that any portion of this ordinance is found by a Court to be invalid, the remaining provisions shall 
continue in full force and effect. 

3. Purpose 

Unrestricted parking on public ways can create traffic hazards, hinder the orderly flow of vehicles and 
pedestrians, and limit access to public and private property. This Ordinance is intended to protect the health, 
safety, and welfare of Warren residents and visitors by regulating the parking of motor vehicles and trailers on 
public ways. 

4. Definitions 

Motor Vehicle: any vehicle defined in 29 M.R.S. §101(42). The definition shall include but is not limited to 
busses, cars, trucks, farm equipment, riding lawn mowers, motorcycles, and mopeds. 

Overnight Parking: For the purposes of this ordinance, "overnight parking" shall mean the parking of any 
motor vehicle or trailer on a public way, public parking lot, or municipal right-of-way between the hours of 
10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., inclusive.  

Public way: Any town way or public easement as defined in 23 M.R.S. § 3021, and any portion of a State or 
State-aid highway located within the town. This includes streets, lanes, roads, and avenues, whether paved or 
unpaved, their shoulders, and public sidewalks.  

Road Commissioner: an individual appointed by the Select Board to oversee the maintenance, repair, and 
safety of town roads. 

Trailers: Any vehicle defined in 29-A M.R.S. §101 (86). 

5. General Parking Standards 

No person shall stop, stand, or park a vehicle or trailer, except where allowed under section 7, in any of the 
following locations: 

1. On the traveled portion of a public way; 
2. On a public sidewalk; 
3. In front of the entrance to a public or private driveway or alleyway; 
4. Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant; 
5. Within twenty (20) feet of the nearest corner of the curb at an intersection of public ways; 
6. Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction in a manner that obstructs traffic; 
7. On the roadway side of a vehicle already legally parked at the curb of a public way (double parking); 
8. Facing the opposite direction of traffic flow;  
9. On a bridge; except in designated parking areas; or, 



  
 

 
 

 

10. In any area where official signs or painted curbs prohibit parking have been placed at the direction of the 
Select Board, and such locations shall be listed on an Exhibit attached to this Ordinance which shall be 
reviewed or updated, as necessary; 

No overnight parking is permitted in any public way, on-street parking, or in municipal parking lots without 
prior written permission from the Select Board or their designee. This shall be construed to apply to any parking 
not on private property throughout the entirety of the Town of Warren. 

Additionally, specific public ways may be designated as time restricted parking or no parking by vote of the 
Select Board Such specifically designated locations shall be listed on an Exhibit attached to this Ordinance 
which shall be reviewed or updated, as necessary. The effective date for each designation will be thirty (30) 
days after the vote of the Board and shall remain in effect until amended by a vote of the Select Board. 

When specific public ways are designated, appropriate signage must be in place within the thirty (30) day 
timeline. Additionally, all parking signage must be reviewed annually by the Road Commissioner to determine 
if the signage is clear, unobstructed, and readable. If at any time signage is found to be in need of repair, the 
Road Commissioner shall take steps to address it. 

6. Winter Parking Restrictions 

From October 15 until April 15 no vehicle shall be parked on any public street, road, or public way on any day, 
except provided for under section 7. During a winter storm event, vehicles may be parked in the municipal lot at 
Four Rod Road across from Woolen Mill Park. Any vehicle parked there without express permission must be 
removed within 24 hours after the end of the storm, or it may be subject to enforcement measures under Section 
8. 

7. Exceptions 

This ordinance does not apply to vehicles that are parked in prohibited areas for the following reasons: 

• In compliance with law enforcement officers or traffic-control devices 
• Mechanical problems or breakdowns; provided however a disabled vehicle or trailer must be removed 

within 4 hours; 
• Municipal Employees, EMS, Fire or law enforcement operating in official capacities; 
• Deliveries, including food and goods (15 minute maximum); or, 
• Maintenance, construction, repair or installation of utilities or the public way by any State or municipal 

agency or utility company. 

Where equipped, hazard lights must be activated to ensure maximum visibility to other drivers and pedestrians. 

8. Municipal Lot Parking Licenses 

A Warren resident may request a Revocable License to park in the Town’s Municipal Parking Lot on Four Rod 
Rd. The license shall permit parking for one (1) specific vehicle to be parked overnight in the Town Lot. 
Licenses shall remain in effect for twelve (12) months, unless revoked by the Select Board. Licenses are non-
transferrable.  

A. Criteria 



  
 

 
 

 

Each license is available only to Warren residents whose primary residence lacks sufficient off-street parking, 
as determined by the Select Board. Non-registered resident active-duty military temporarily residing in the 
Town of Warren are exempted from this residency requirement. 

No more than two (2) licenses may be issued to any one household. Only currently Warren registered, insured, 
and inspected motor vehicles may be parked in the lot. Vehicles must remain operable and capable of being 
driven under their own power. No trailers, equipment, belongings, or other property may be stored at the 
Municipal lot for any reason and at any time.  

B. Automatic Termination 

All licenses automatically terminate at the end of their term unless the licensee applies to extend their license 
for another twelve (12) month term. Application to extend a license term must be received thirty (30) days 
before the license expires. 

A licensee shall notify the Town within fourteen (14) days of any change in residency or any change in 
circumstances affecting eligibility for the license. If the licensee no longer satisfies the eligibility requirements 
of this section, the license shall automatically terminate thirty (30) days after such change unless otherwise 
extended by vote of the Select Board. 

C. Revocation 

Licenses may be revoked by vote of the Select Board if the Board determines that revocation is necessary to 
protect the public health, safety, or welfare; to preserve the intended use and availability of municipal parking 
facilities; or to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance. If a license is revoked, the revocation shall take effect 
fourteen (14) days after the vote of the Board. After a license has been revoked, the Town shall attempt to 
contact the licensee using their telephone number provided on the revocable license application. Additionally, a 
notice, sent USPS certified mail, shall be sent within 24 hours of the revocation and shall detail the following 
information: 

1. License number to be revoked; 
2. Name of licensed individual; 
3. Description of licensed vehicle; 
4. Findings supporting revocation; 
5. Appeals process 

If a license is revoked, the licensee is barred from applying for a new license for a period of twelve (12) months. 
If a license is revoked a second time, the licensee shall be permanently barred from applying for a new license 
unless waived by vote of the Select Board. 

D. Appeal 

A revoked license may be appealed upon dated, written notice to the Town Office within seven (7) days of 
notification of license revocation. Upon receipt of the notice, the Town shall reserve a spot on the next available 
Board of Appeals meeting agenda. The appellant will be notified by phone and by mail of the appeal date. The 
scheduled Board of Appeals meeting review shall be held as an appellate review process only. The revocation 
will be postponed until the Board of Appeals review process is complete.  



  
 

 
 

 

9. Enforcement 

This ordinance shall be enforced by the Select Board or their duly appointed designees.  Violations of this 
ordinance are subject to a $150 fine for each time the vehicle is illegally parked and may be subject to tow 
without warning. When any vehicle is towed pursuant to this ordinance, a notice will be sent to the registered 
owner of the vehicle by regular 1st class mail within one business day following the removal of the vehicle. This 
notice shall contain the following information: 

1. Registration number and brief description of the vehicle; 
2. Location where the vehicle was towed from; 
3. Name and address of person or company who performed the tow; 
4. Location where the vehicle is stored; 
5. The provisions of the Ordinance which were violated and led to the tow; 
6. Costs for the tow and per diem storage fees; and, 
7. Total cost of the fine imposed per this section 

In order to redeem the vehicle, you must: 

1. Provide proof of insurance 
2. Provide proof of current registration 
3. Pay all associated towing and storage costs 

Any vehicle that is not redeemed within 90 days of Notice to the Owner shall be deemed abandoned property 
forfeited and shall be sold in a reasonably commercial matter.  The proceeds of sale shall first be applied to 
recoup all associated costs for removal, storage, and enforcement; excess proceeds from the sale shall be paid to 
the prior owner. 

The Town of Warren and the authorized towing company shall not be responsible for any damage to a vehicle 
removed pursuant to this ordinance. 

10. Right to Contest Parking Violation 

Any person receiving a parking‐violation notice issued under this ordinance may contest the alleged violation in 
accordance with the following processes: 

A. How to Request Hearing 
To contest the notice of violation the recipient must, within 30 days of the date of issuance of the notice, submit 
a written request for referral to court to the Warren Town Clerk at: 

Town of Warren 
167 Western Road 
Warren, ME 04864 

The request must include the citation number, the name and address of the person contesting, and a brief 
statement of the basis for the challenge.  

B. Municipal Referral 
Upon timely receipt of such a request, the Town shall initiate a civil‐violation enforcement action in the Maine 



  
 

 
 

 

District Court (Knox County) for adjudication of the parking violation. The person contesting the violation shall 
have the right to appear, present evidence, and be heard. 

C. Failure to Respond 
If no written request is received within 30 days, the violation shall be deemed admitted, the assessed fine shall 
become final, and the Town may seek collection or default judgment in District Court without further notice. 

D. Attorney’s Fees and Costs 
In accordance with 30-A M.R.S. § 4452(3)(D), if the Town prevails in court after either a deemed admission of 
the violation or after a hearing, the defendant may be ordered to pay reasonable attorney’s fees and court costs 
incurred by the Town in enforcing the violation. 

E. Notice Contents 
The parking‐violation notice shall clearly state: 

1. The amount of the fine. 
2. The 30-day deadline to request referral to court. 
3. Contact information for the Town Clerk. 
4. That failure to respond may result in a default judgment. 
5. That if the Town prevails in court, attorney’s fees and costs may be assessed against the defendant. 

  



  
 

 
 

 

11. Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon approval by a majority vote of the Select Board of the Town of Warren. 

In witness whereof the parties, or their duly empowered representatives, have executed this Parking Ordinance 
on the following date. 

 

 

      MUNICIPAL OFFICERS OF 

THE TOWN OF WARREN, MAINE 

 

_______________________________     _________________________ 

Witness to the Select Board  

         __________________________ 

 

_______________________________     __________________________ 

 Date 

         __________________________ 

 

         __________________________  

 

         __________________________  

 


